
Dear Little Haven Members,  
Seriously where to start in these crazy times - The 
challenges just keep coming. We’ve steered our way 
through Covid and 2 major flooding events, never 
compromising the pact we have with our community- to 
be there, 24/7  when they need us in their final weeks and 
months. Plans put hurriedly in place to ensure our nurses 
were able to access the patients that needed care and 
they felt loved and supported. Our clinical team always 
prioritising our patients welfare, “come hell or high water” 
- literally and it was noticed and appreciated.  
Having done all we could we watched on in sadness as our 
Market Place was inundated with water.  Like so many 
caught off guard by the rivers rapid rise, the best laid 
plans did not enable us to save all our stock.  Heart 
breaking for our volunteers who have invested so much 
time and energy to see their hard work engulfed in mud, 
but true to form they were back in there the minute the 
waters went down. A massive clean up effort, made 
bearable by many hands and the warmth of community 
spirit that shone through. (More overleaf).  
As always you don’t have to look far to see plenty worse 
off then us - families who lost everything ,  people left 
homeless,  our own Carolyn washed out of her rental 
property. The process of rebuilding is now well underway 
and we look forward to being part of the solution for 
people looking to rebuild their lives when the Market 
Place reopens after Easter.  And then there’s Lismore and 
the war in the Ukraine - we have little cause to complain!! 

   

“You never know how strong you are, until being strong is 
your only choice.”   — Bob Marley 
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So grateful to our community - volunteers, local businesses, 
service clubs and all who give their time, donations and 
fundraising initiatives continually showing they value the 
work we do. Like the team from McDonald Dental and the 
Gympie Sports Club who ran a wonderful auction event last 
Saturday with money raised for flood affected 
organisations. And communities who have reached out to 
us from outside this region too. Thank You. 
Through your support our service continued to grow, 
despite the adversities. In the Jan - March period Little 
Haven cared for 339 clients providing 7530.5 occasions of 
service, compared with 273 clients and 6344 occasions of 
service in the correlating quarter last year.  
Growing our team too (see over) along with 5 new 
volunteers, Vicki, Suellen, Jenny, Merv and  Karen inducted 
on Wednesday. Welcome all!  
I’ll leave the last word to a grateful family member …. 

Thank you for the love and support and the wonderful care 
you have shown to Dad and the support you gave myself 
and family during Dad's final months.  It is only with the 
help of the wonderful nurses from Little Haven that we were 
able to keep Dad at home as he wished and nurse him 
through his final days.  I am deeply indebted to you all for 
walking this road with me.  Pauline 
 

In the end that is all that matters.  
Our love and thoughts are with all our families dealing with 
illness, grief and loss. Remember we’re here for you.  
Stay safe everyone.  
Sue Manton  CEO   

My Farewell to Gympie - a beautiful country town - and my Personal Experience 
My husband Richard and I moved to Gympie 7 years ago. He was a secondary teacher @ Cooloola Christian College and 
Victory College.  His passion other than teaching was to restore motorbikes, building them sometimes from scratch.  Richard 
loved going for motorbike rides and would often go for rides with Pastor George and the guys from Victory Church, BMW’s 
mostly.  He really enjoyed having a Pastor that was so interested in riding motorbikes. We both had found instant family in 
attending the Victory Church from the very moment we walked in. 

As I had given up drama teaching on arrival in Gympie, I had time to enjoy my neighbours, make friends and establish good 
relationships. 

Then, as it so often happens in life Richard was diagnosed with Larynx cancer. He accepted each day as a blessing but after 
diagnosis and radiation he quickly deteriorated. I nursed him at home with the love and support of ‘Little Haven’ Palliative 
Care. They treated my darling husband and I with professionalism, respect, dignity and loving care.   

Jackie the bereavement counsellor was an absolute gem to chat with after my 
husband died on our wedding anniversary. 

Pastor George and Margie were brilliant, visiting Richard most days. They  
tirelessly prayed for him, loved on him with care and compassion. 
I have been so blessed to live in Gympie and will miss this beautiful country 
town, its friendliness and its amenities. But now I have moved on to  
commence another chapter of my life, close to my grandchildren. 

Thank you Gympie. God bless this town always. 

Love always   Meg Thompson My friend Jackie from LH and me. 

https://littlehaven.org.au/community-based-palliative-care-funding-advocacy-timeline/


 

NEW FACES AROUND THE LITTLE HAVEN OFFICE 

If you’ve been to the Little Haven office recently you will 
have noticed a few new faces. Please give a hearty  
welcome to Wendy Emmerson and Glenda Stewart 
joining the admin team; Social Worker Tara Macdonald 
and Caroline Davey returning to our Nursing team. 
Welcome to the Little Haven family  :)  

RIP John Sander 

As many of you are aware but we wish to acknowledge here the  
the passing of volunteer John Sander earlier this year. John had 
a long association with Little Haven through his mother Dorothy 
Sander (“the plant lady”) tireless work with the Marketeers, 
before becoming a volunteer himself in 2017.    

Johns generous help setting up the Market Place as our go to 
guy for concreting jobs will be long remembered.  As was said at 
John’s funeral - the many structures around Gympie are 
testaments to John’s work. 

Thank you to the volunteers who attended John’s  funeral. It 
was obvious John was loved by many and will be very much 
missed.  

It will be the one year Anniversary of  
Dorothy’s passing on April 16th.  

Our thoughts remain with Donna, 
Aaron, Kyle, Emma and all the Sander 
family on their tragic loss.  

Glennis Hempsall - Respite Volunteer  
 

Volunteer Spotlight  

Hello to all.  

I moved to Gympie in 2020 fully retired, 
to be closer to my family and my last 
forever move. In 2021 I decided to 
volunteer time to Little Haven.  What 
will they ask me to do??? 

My nursing background gave me the 
connection to do the Orientation Course 

and then I was ready for anything the lovely staff threw at 
me. 

What followed?    Respite in home is a privilege to be part of, 
patient and family care long or short term. 

I assist on roster in the Chemo Ward at GGH helping staff, do 
our rostered work and be a smile and support for patients. 

A shift at our Marketplace Opshop is a ‘fun time’ meeting and 
greeting people and being part of an amazing volunteer 
group.  

All this gives me precious moments and even helping with  
catering events teaches me a lot and I think how lucky I am 
that I made the move to Little Haven.    

There is always more room in the Volunteer brigade. 

Some of my friends think I am crazy doing this work – Right – 
I say – I am just a small part of being there doing what I can. 
 

“The Way Care is given can reach the smallest part of 
Hidden Places”   Bye for now.      Glennis 

April 23rd  - Gympie Show Ball 6pm Pavilion  

June 18 & 19  - Monster Book Sale @ Senior Citz 

June 25 - Cooloola Debutant Ball @ the Pavilion 

July 18 to 25 - Little Haven Week 
  July 10 - Gratitude Walk, Nelson Reserve 
  July 12 - Volunteer Morning Tea, venue TBC 
  July 13 - Community Education/GP Education, venue TBC 
  July 17 - Memorial Service, The Pavilion 

September - Springtime @ Springhall’s, Cedar Pocket 

2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Please let the office know if you are 
able to help either with set up on Fri-
day the 17th, throughout the week-
end or for clean up on Sunday the 
19th. 

There will be the popular craft, baking  
& plant stalls at the books sale. If you 
are able to help out by growing/
propagating plants or baked goodies, 
please call the office and let us know. 

We are looking for all sorts of treats & 
plants whatever you can grow or 
propagate from your garden. 

Plants & Baking needed for  
The Monster Book Sale  

 
 

The Market Place Volunteers are working incredibly hard to get the place back 

operational following the inundation. The building has been thoroughly cleaned and the 

refit is well under way. New floor, new benches, better lighting, better ventilation, shiny 

and new. MY JOB - applying for all available grants to cover costs and aware we are 

missing around $6K / week every week we look forward to The Market Place grand 

reopening  Wednesday April 20th.  Thank you to everyone helping out down there!!! 

We have lots of offers for donations however until we can move back in upstairs we 

have limited space available.  

Little Haven Market Place Grand Reopening  

We received this beautiful 
collection of handmade 
quilts from a Maleny craft 
group, made with love from 
their community to ours ♥. 
They will be given as special 
gifts as needed for families 
or fundraising . Thank You   



 2022 FLOOD 

Clean up Thanks to Domino’s for pizza for our  
evacuation crew.  

Thanks to It’s Coffee Time for delicious hot 
drinks for  our clean up crew.  

Flynn tucking into Domino’s after 
the epic move out downstairs. 

Sue being interviewed by the Premiers Office 
Media Team during clean up. 

Thanks to the SES and Gympie Fire  
Brigade for their clean up help. 

Thanks to our generous  
community for keeping us fed. 

Clean up 

Up comes the water. 

The aftermath in the recycling shed. Soccer fields car park. 

Thanks to the Nestlé volunteers for your time 
helping with the clean up. 

Incredibly kind community minded 
people who just came along and worked 

their hearts out to help ♥ 



 

LH Fundraising  
January / February / March 2022 

Small Change Tins: $ 329.90 
Container Refund Scheme: $ 619.80 

Market Place $ 35,580.30 

Little Haven's Honour Board  -  General Donations—Jan/Feb/March 2022 

Thank You to our regular givers  
 Especially at this time when our fundraising is on hold by providing 

regular giving support of Little Haven you enable us to be there - 
bringing comfort, dignified care and support for cancer sufferers  and 

the terminally ill in our region.  
If you’d like to become a regular supporter of Little Haven’s work 

contact the office on 5482 9091  
For more information visit littlehaven.org.au   

Thank you to the families who directed Beneficiary 
Donations to Little Haven  

Given in Memory of ...  

Happy Wrapper Morning Tea 

Respite Volunteers 

Please remember to text or 
call Lisa with your hours or 
patient contacts so they can 
be entered into the patients 

record. 
Respite Mobile:  

0477 298 120 

ALFORD, Ms Frances 
BORASO, Wendy 
BROWN, Beverley 
COATES, Judith 
DART, Angela 
FRICKE, August & Betty 
GRUAR, Narelle & David 
HENSEL, R & N  
HOSKING, Narelle 
LICKERMAN, D 

MCAULAY, Lisa 
MCDONALD, Kathryn  
MANTON, Clare 
MANTON, Sue 
REIBEL, O 
SAUNDERS, Bronwyn 
SAVORY, Ellie 
SMITH, Phil 
VINER, Sarah 
YOUNG, Geoff Harvey Bamford 

Beryl Bushell  
Philip Busiko 
Kelly Crombie 
Rhonda Davies 
Herbert Dittman  
Colin Ford  
John Hayward 
Margaret Johnston 
Wendy Kraak 
George Pacey 

Bill Martin 
Lesley Morgan 
Graham Powter  
Larry Rogers  
Glenda Smith  
James Spjringate 
Donald Todkill  
Frances Waterson  
Shirley Webb 
Amanda Willman 
Peter Williams 

Michele Bolitho  258.13 
Jackie Clark 103.25 
Hoover Chung 103.25 
Lynette Dabelstein 50.00 
David Downing  200.00 
Marni Dubiel 103.25 
Freshwater Bingo Group 
 100.00 
Gallagher Family  200.00 
Kay Gibson 1000.00 
Estate of Jean Graham 
 3000.00 
Ruth Greentree  100.00 
Gympie General Hospital 
Services  242.00 

Gympie Wesleyan Methodist 
Church  2141.15 
Dionne Henderson  100.00 
Margaret Illingworth  51.63 
Valma Knox 103.25 
Nestle Gympie  3463.01 
Paypal giving fund  50.00 
Lynne Richards 51.63 
Shirley Reuscher 2500.00 
John Seesink 5000.00 
Jacki Stander 50.00 
G Truman 500.00 
CJ & Narelle Towner  200.00 
Bev Wardle  51.63 
Bill Watts $51.63 

In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in 
your years. ~ Abraham Lincoln ~ 

Homeless Plastic Containers: 
We have a few crates of homeless Tupperware style 
containers at the office. If you have 
bought delicious treats into the 
office in the past 12 months and are 
perhaps missing a container or two 
please check with us they may be 
here. 

The team of Happy Wrappers, Gympie Community Bus and Little Haven 
volunteers gathered at Glad Brennan’s beautiful home on Southside to 
enjoy a lovely morning tea and belated catch up. Wendy and Kris from the 
office attended and thanked everyone for their seemingly endless efforts 
beautifully wrapping gifts (approximately 4500 in all) over the Christmas 
period last year.  

A cheque for $5278.45 was presented to Narelle from the Gympie  
Community Bus (Gympie and District Committee of the Aging) for half of 

the takings from the  
wrapping. 

The Happy Wrappers have work 
so hard over the past 13 years 
raising in excess of $140,000 
which is a phenomenal effort. ♥ 

We have compiled all feedback 
received from the ladies to help 
us improve on our next 
wrapping venture. 

Lola from the Happy Wrappers (left) and Kris 
from LH (right) presenting a cheque to Narelle 
from Gympie Community Bus (centre). The Happy Wrappers 

https://littlehaven.org.au/become-a-regular-giver-and-be-in-the-draw-for-an-iphone-5-or-4/

