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“Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of a truly 
merry Christmas.” ―Peg Bracken 

Merry Christmas everyone !!!! 
 

A Heartfelt Thank You to every one of our 
members and broader community who 
helped fill our stocking again this year 
 
2018—The Year in Review ………. 
Another busy year gone in the blink of an eye.  
Our Service to the Community;  
In 2018 our team of specialist nurses, social 
workers, respite carers and complementary 
therapists have shared the care for 225 
palliative patients, provided bereavement follow 
up and support to a further 254 family members 
and helped ease the burden for many others 
through their cancer treatments. We’ve 
farewelled 128 patients, helping to fulfil their 
end of life choices and  endeavoured where 
possible to meet their preferred place of death.  
Patients of all ages—some with large and 
loving families supporting them and some our 
nurses their only social contact. 
 

Our thoughts are with all families facing 
Christmas without their loved ones by their 
sides this year.  May the spirit of Christmas 

sneak in and provide comfort to even the 
saddest of hearts. 

 
We raised our voices and stamped our feet; Tired of a health system that acknowledges our outstanding service to 
palliative patients and Qld Health alike, yet fails to provide adequate funding or embrace our model of care for other 
regions.  
We met with our local MP’s Llew O'Brien and Tony Perrett, the S.C. PHN and Specialist Palliative Care Service, the 
Community Funding Unit, the head of Palliative Care Policy to name a few, we presented to the Human Services 
Commission into end of life care and finally the minister for health - Cameron Dick, who gave assurances he was 
personally responsible for fixing the funding and promised 3 things; one off funding for Quality measures, renewal of 
contract and review of  long term funding.  And then they called the election. On Jan 11th we welcome a visit at their 
request from the Acting Director General of Health, Senior Policy Advisor and Community Funding Unit. Let 2018 be 
the year for sustainable funding. Please! 
Increasingly our Nurses/Social Workers time is taken up coordinating aged care services and assisting patients and 
carers to complete the increasing burden of paperwork to have the required advanced health planning in place. Often 
hospital or GP referred patients do not have any of this planning completed.  LHPC is the only nursing service offering 
palliative care at home in the Gympie region.  There is also increasing requests for equipment loan for people living in 
Goomeri, Tiaro etc who wish to be cared for by LH but our boundaries cannot stretch like our admission numbers swell 
as required. (extract from Clinical Coordinators Annual Report ) 
 

We welcomed on board two new nurses to manage  the increased patient load.  
 

Beautiful Amy and Gary bring with them a wealth of palliative care knowledge and are the perfect fit for our nursing 
team.  

https://littlehaven.org.au/


We were busier than ever in 2017 funding our care. It’s been a hectic whirl…. 
Shed sales monthly plus additional furniture sales and 4 week Pop Up Shops. Handcraft Shops and raffles on a 
constant loop, tried and true events with lovely new ones thrown in. We’ve put on our glitz, cooked up a storm and 
donned our joggers, all raising our profile along with valuable funds.   
 

Well done and Thank you each and everyone of you who helped out in any way you could with any of these ventures, 
and thank you to the Coordinators, Volunteers, supporting businesses, the Heart of Gold Committee, Hair Review’s 
Carolann Verity and The Rotary Club of Gympie / Cooloola for all their support this year.  
The times we gathered in gratitude to honour and remember our loved ones as always the highlight of any year. 

We welcomed 22 new volunteers ~ And they quickly started making their 
mark;  joining the committee, providing man power at the shed, washing up, 
giving hand and foot massages in the renal unit, providing respite, helping in 
the centre.  
We were saddened by the sudden death of one of our own -  volunteer Bob 

Coates. We farewelled long term Kilkivan respite carer Di Wade 
who has retired for health reasons and Fiona Anderson who 
moved to greener pastures of Toowoomba.  
We thank them for their years of service to Little Haven.  

It’s been quite a year for the Management Committee too, providing advice, 
governance, and hands- on help, all of which are important to the ongoing sustainability 
of Little Haven.  We acknowledge the contributions of outgoing committee members who 
between them gave a combined service of over 30 years to Little Haven.  Jill Dinneen, 
Helen Hall (Past Pres.) Annette Geurts, Wally Bentley and Craig Lena (as treasurer for 
over 7 years), Jan Mulholland and Ian Barrett. (extract 2017 Presidents  Annual Report ) 

Our Management committee 2017/18    
President: Brandy Murley; Vice President: David Fletcher; Treasurer: Michelle Giffin, Secretary: Sue Manton, Care 
Advocate Ray Currie, Bronwyn McFarlane, Trevor Kirk, Irene Halliday, Betty Fricke, Scott  Halliday and Sharon O’Brien. 



With celebrations  
for National  Volunteers Week in May and the Christmas Party on Dec 5th. A very well 
deserved time to come together and say thanks for all the myriad of ways our volunteers add 
value to our service. Apologies to all who couldn't attend these events. Please know your 

hard work and contribution to Little Haven are greatly appreciated and see you soon in 2018.   

We celebrated our achievements and gave thanks to our volunteers  

I feel like I also have a terminal illness – it’s called grief 

My name is Leesa Sheridan and I said goodbye to my beautiful husband Steve, in September last year. 
He was 49 years old. 

Steve was diagnosed with Melanoma in June 2015, then after surgery 
we hoped we were clear forever, but a year to the date it came back 
with a vengeance, it had spread to his lungs, liver and brain. 

Grief starts when given a terminal diagnoses as you mentally try to 
contemplate the horror of facing a life without the love of your life beside 
you. I had just 3 short months to do this. 

Nothing however can prepare you for the horrific depth of sadness, 
shock and emptiness that swamps you. I explain it as a 24 hour 
nightmare that only intensifies when you open your eyes. 

To be a widow at the age of 48 sends me into shock each time I am forced to say “I am widowed”.  It 
seems only a term used by the elderly, but that is not the reality of life. 

I now face a very different life to the fun, exciting one Steve and I had planned together. I realise that the 
support one man alone gave me, I now need a whole team of people to give me. Little Haven have 
definitely been a part of this team. They allowed me to grant Steve’s last wish, to die in the comfort and 
love of our home. 

I feel I also have now been diagnosed with a terminal illness- it is called grief, for which there is no cure, 
but no death either. Living with it now has to be part of my daily life and Little Haven is there to support me 
in my grief. 

Steve loved life and he fought so hard to stay here that I feel it would be disrespectful to him if I do not 
respect the blessing of life and to aim for more laughs in my life than tears. He was such a happy, positive 
man. The song he wanted for his funeral was, “Always Look on the Bright Side of Life” so I know, I need to 
keep his song playing. 

After just passing Steve’s first anniversary I can honestly say that the fog is lifting. I can now face my days 
knowing this is how it has to be,  but what most people don’t see now are the tears that I still shed daily, 
internal or external, or the big empty hole that lies constantly within me, that I know, while I walk this earth 
will remain within me. Because, Steve and I never wanted to stop holding hands,  We never wanted to say 
goodbye. 

…. We 
celebrated 

this  
legend’s 

90th 
 

Lovely Ailsa 

2018 
Calendar of Events 

 
 

March 17th  
St Patricks Function  

 

June 16th & 17th 
Monster Book Sale  

  

Little Haven Week 
July 15th – 22nd  
15th Gratitude Walk  

17th Vol Morning Tea  
22nd Memorial 

Service 
  

Sept 15th (TBC)  
Springtime @ 
Springhalls  

 

Sept 21st 
Cooloola Deb Ball  

 

Oct 4th – 7th  
 HOGIFF 

 

Nov 3rd- 4 th 

Rotary Quilt Show  
 

Tuesday 6th 
Melbourne Cup  

 

Next 
Pop Up Shop Dates 

12/3/18 - 6/4/18   
 

Monthly Shed Sales 
Last Saturday of every 
Month 7am - 12 Noon 

 

And we stayed focused on our mission….. Because the 
desire to improve the lives of those living with a terminal illness 
and those who love and care for them, was our founders wish 
and remained our focus in 2017. People like Steve and Leesa 
who bravely shares her story here….  



Little Haven's Honour Board  -  General Donations July—Dec 2017 

ALFORD, Francis 

BORASO, Wendy 

BATH, Aleena 

BENTLEY, Walter 

BOWYER, Kerry-Anne 

COATES, Judith 

FRICKE, August & Betty 

GILMORE, Lisa 

HOSKING, Narelle 

Thank You to our regular givers raising $12,085 this year!!!! 
 

 By making a monthly donation to Little Haven, providing regular giving 
support, you enable us to be there - bringing comfort, dignified care and support 

for cancer sufferers and the terminally ill in the local region.  
All donations are Tax Deductible and 100% stays locally  to help local 

families in their time of need  
For more information visit littlehaven.org.au  

Jan - Dec 2017 
Betty Sinn's Bus Trips   $1202 

Small Change Tins: $2750 
 Little Haven Santa $4570 

Australian Pensioners League 100 

Cooloola Dragon Boat Club 100 

Delisser, Rhonda 100 

Jones, T 100 

Moore, Senator Claire 100 

O'Brien, Llew MP 100 

Paradise Jumping Castles 100 

RACQ Gympie 100 

Rainbow Beach RSL Sub Branch 100 

Reibel, Olive 100 

Triggell, Narelle 100 

Hammer, Michelle 100 

Bailey, Clive 100 

Viner, Sarah 150 

Gympie Spinners & Weavers 150 

Irle, Kevin & Trudy 198 

Coxon, Hannah 200 

Edwards, Len 200 

Downing, David 200 

Hughes, Jan 200 

Harris, Di and Ray  200 

Krough, Max 200 

Macaulay, C W 200 

Saunders, Bronwyn 200 

Sundstrup, M F  200 

Robach, Stephen 230 

Morgan, Ken 240 

Cutcliffe, Margaret 250 

Johnston, ML 250 

Price, Joan 250 

Muirhead, Ross 275 

GGH Operational Staff - Kitchen 367 

Starts at Sixty  430 

Drakes IGA Supermarket Gympie 484 

Nimmo, David & Eleanor 500 

Chow, Maggie 500 

Gympie National Seniors 500 

Matthews, Lachlan 500 

Wesleyan Methodist Church 500 

Hensel, R & N 500 

Kilkivan Country Club Inc 500 

Plowman Family Trust 500 

Steenstrup, Iris 500 

Vietnam Veterans Assoc of Aust 500 

The Gympie Choral Group 1330 

Tin Can Bay Country Club Inc 863 

Big Law 1000 

William Angliss Charitable Fund Qld 1000 

Smith, Lyn 1000 

The Victory Hotel 1100 

Lions Club of Gympie Inc 2000 

Lions Club of Gympie South Inc 2000 

Pacific Hyundai Pty Ltd 2000 

The Gympie Credit Union 2000 

Historical Motorcycle Club of Qld Inc  2500 

Raine & Horne Pty Ltd  2500 

Hand Heart Pocket Masonic Lodge  2800 

Madills Motor Group 3000 

Rotary Club of Gympie/Cooloola Inc 6398 

Cudahy, Margaret 10000 

Generous Family Donation  100000 

Generosity 
knows no 
bounds ... 

PRICE, Katherine 

RICKARD, Gen 

SMITH, Phil 

SPARREBOOM, Tamara 

YOUNG,, Geoff  

WARD, Kym 

WATERSON, Fran 

WELCH, Leanne  

WELLER,, Stacey 

LICKERMAN, D 

McAULAY, Lisa 

McDONALD, Kathy 

Mc INTOSH, Jenny 

MANTON, Clare  

MANTON, John 

MIRU, Sonya 

O'GRADY, Roger 

OSBORNE, Georgie  

Thank you to the families who directed Beneficiary 
Donations to Little Haven given in Memory of ...  

Adamson, Maureen 
Atthow, Mike 
Bambling, Brett 
Christenson, Des 
Coates, Robert 
Crombie, Kelly 
Cudahy, Stuart 
Dautel, Peter 
Davis, Des 
Drysdale, Pam 
Fitzgerald, Margaret 
Gardiner, Michael 
Gill, Suzanne 
Hannah, Kay 
Hardiker, Raymond 
Harris, David 
Hillcoat, Don 
Hillcoat, Violet 

Jennings, Tom 
Jocumsen, Beverley 
Kunst, Clyde 
Leggett, Graham 
Leslight, Elva 
Lorenson, Ian 
Lutton, Keith 
Lorensen, Ian 
McCallum, Joe 
McGowan, Brian 
Moonen, Gerard 
Moran, Phyl 
Nott, Janice 
Ostwald, Ronald 
O'Sullivan, Greg 
Pacey, George 
Power, Lloyd 
Read, Keith 

Reid, Doug 

Riches, Beryl 

Rose, Darrel 

Sandra & Margaret 

Sargeant, Kathleen 

Stolberg, Bryony 

Taylor, Rusty 

Tierney, Patrick 

Trevan, William 

Triggell, Robert 

Turner, Sue 

Van Riel, Christine 

Walsh, John 

Weier, Gwenda 

Williams, Beatrice  

Young, Marie 

To our caring compassionate community... THANK YOU!!! 
I can’t adequately express the gratitude and privilege I feel to run an organisation so 
highly regarded and generously supported from every corner of our community. 
There were times throughout 2017 when frustration with the health system and the 
fundraising burden threatened to overwhelm, but  your  generosity lifted our spirits 
again. Like the day I was shopping for a function and was handed $150 cash to 
cover the bill by lovely Sarah. Or the day we opened a letter containing a $100K 
cheque from an appreciative family.  The family wanted to give us a lovely surprise 
by sending it in the mail. AND WE DID!!   
Every donation big or small, from community organisations or individual givers is a 
nod of appreciation for our service with a desire to ensure we are there for others 
when needed.  Like Billy Fernie, who owns Bevan's Small Engine Repair Centre , 
who has donated a share of his Christmas stock to raise funds for Little Haven. Billy 
says his gift is "only a small price to pay” for work that benefits so many people. 
“Little Haven made sure there was always someone out there to help,” he said. 
"You just have to ring up. They come in and help and they know what they are 
doing.”  Tickets in the raffle drawn on February 24 are available from Bevans Small 
Engines and The Mount Pleasant Hotel.  Thank you all for your support again 
this year.  Sue  X 

“A Community Caring for Our Own”  


